Photo Captions
1a. (Left to right) Chief Quanah Parker with Quas-si-yah and Frank Moeta, circa 1890. Taken at the Red Store. Photograph by Lenny and Sawyers. Used with the permission of Frontier Originals.

1b. “Ho” Emmet Gray (standing) talking with local Indian acquaintances near Fort Sill, Oklahoma. Emmet is the author’s grandfather who was dubbed “The Cripple,” circa 1915. From the author’s private collection.
2. Bee Ho Gray spinning two ropes in Chickasha, Oklahoma, circa 1913. From the author’s private collection.

3a. Ada Sommerville – World’s Famous Lady Horse Trainer, circa 1900. From the author’s private collection.
3b. Ada with her famous horse, Columbus, circa 1910. From the author’s private collection.

4. Princess Wenona (Lillian Smith) with California Frank’s  All-Star Wild West, circa 1911. From Bee Ho Gray’s scrapbook in the private collection of Larry Briggs.

5. Sections of a Miller Brothers 101 Ranch Wild West photograph. Left section includes Will Rogers (seated front center). Middle section includes Iron Tail (center in headdress). Right section includes Hoot Gibson (seated front left), Bee Ho Gray (seated front center), and Ada Sommerville (woman on right), 1913. From the author’s private collection.

6. Prince Lucca (Luka Chkhartishvili) of the Russian Cossacks, circa 1890s. From the private collection of Wild West historian and author Irakli Makharadze.
7. Bee Ho Gray publicity photograph. Inscribed “Bee Ho Gray – To my friend Indian Joe Davis with many good wishes,” circa 1918. Photograph by Baker Art Gallery. From the author’s private collection.
8. Bee Ho doing the Texas skip while with Diamond Dick’s Wild West, December 12th,1914. From the private collection of knife thrower Larry Cisewski.

9. Bee Ho performing his signature trick, the Three-Rope Catch, 1914. Photograph by Marcell. From the private collection of Cherie Westcott.

10. Bee Ho at the Winnipeg Stampede after winning the title of World Champion Trick and Fancy Roper, 1913. Used with the permission of the Glenbow Museum.
11. Postcard given to Bee Ho by Tex McLeod conceding the champion title at the Winnipeg Stampede, August 17, 1913. From Bee Ho Gray’s scrapbook in the private collection of Larry Briggs.
12. Tex McLeod on the grounds of a Wild West show. Taken in Sydney, Australia while there with Hoot Gibson, 1912. Used with the permission of the Glenbow Museum.
13. Portrait of Bee Ho after having won the title of World Champion Trick and Fancy Roper, circa 1913. From the author’s private collection.
14a. Bee Ho spinning two ropes while competing in the New York Stampede, 1916. Photograph by Newman. From the author’s private collection.
14b. Postcard advertising the vaudeville show performed by Bee Ho and Ada, circa 1915. From the private collection of knife thrower Larry Cisewski.
15. Portrait of Bee Ho in fashionable attire of the early 20th century, circa 1918. Photograph by Baker Art Gallery. Used with the permission of the Harry Ransom Center, University of Texas at Austin.
16. Autographed photograph of Bee Ho with his banjo, circa 1918. Photograph by the Orpheum Studio of Denver. Used with the permission of the Harry Ransom Center, University of Texas at Austin.

17. Bee Ho holding his banjo over his head. Note his Indian beaded belt, circa 1918. Photograph by Morrison of Chicago. Used with the permission of the Harry Ransom Center, University of Texas at Austin.

18. Publicity photograph staging a trick Bee Ho often performed in which he “hog tied” a volunteer while telling a story from across the stage and then whipped the hat off the volunteers head. Photograph by Morrison of Chicago, circa 1918. Photograph by Morrison of Chicago. Used with the permission of the Harry Ransom Center, University of Texas at Austin.

19. Autographed publicity photograph of Bee Ho with his trick rope over his shoulder, circa 1918. Used with the permission of the Harry Ransom Center, University of Texas at Austin.
20. A page from Bee Ho and Ada’s personal scrapbook. The photographs on the left are of the clown Billy Lorette. A tri-fold brochure advertising Bee Ho’s Wild West show is on the right, circa 1925. From the private collection of Larry Briggs.
21a. Bee Ho demonstrating his knife throwing skills to Erich von Stroheim on the set of the classic silent film Greed.
21b. Bee Ho and Erich von Stroheim posing for publicity shots in front of Frenna’s Saloon in San Francisco while filming Greed.
21c. More antics as Bee Ho and Stroheim stage photographs for the press between scenes of Greed. All three photographs, circa 1923. From the author’s private collection.
22. Publicity shot with Indian belt, six shooter and throwing knife, circa 1925. Photograph by Mort of Kalamazoo, Michigan. From the author’s private collection.
23a. Bee Ho with an animal handler as they work with a monkey that rides a pony, circa 1925. From Bee Ho Gray’s scrapbook in the private collection of Larry Briggs.
23b. Miss Carie Mae demonstrating her iron jaw act for the camera. A banner with Bee Ho Gray’s name can be seen in the background, circa 1925. From Bee Ho Gray’s scrapbook in the private collection of Larry Briggs.
24a. Bee Ho standing on Onion’s back while spinning a large loop in front of his circus tent, circa 1925. From Bee Ho Gray’s scrapbook in the private collection of Larry Briggs.
24b. A complimentary pass to “Bee Ho Gray’s Horse Opera,” circa 1920s. From Bee Ho Gray’s scrapbook in the private collection of Larry Briggs.
24c. Advertisement for the clown Lorette while with California Frank’s Wild West, 1911. From Bee Ho Gray’s scrapbook in the private collection of Larry Briggs.
25a. Bee Ho and his singing coyote practicing in the woods near Medicine Park, Oklahoma, circa 1934. From the author’s private collection.
25b. Poster advertising Bee Ho and his singing coyote while playing vaudeville shows in New York City in 1937. From the author’s private collection.
26. Comanche Chief Quanah Parker’s Star House as it appeared in 2007. Photograph by the author.

27. Letter from Will Rogers to Bee Ho, January 11, 1933. From the author’s private collection.
28. Bee Ho’s younger brother Weaver performing rope tricks with his dog Skippy, circa 1940s. Photograph by John Addison Stryker. From the author’s private collection.
29a. Letter from talent agency discussing film deal with Metro-Goldwyn-Major Studios, May 31, 1938. From the private collection of Larry Briggs.
29b. Ada Sommerville (Gray) and Bee Ho with their 1929 Lincoln luxury sedan, circa 1939. From Bee Ho Gray’s scrapbook in the private collection of Larry Briggs.
30. (Left to right) Hester Spears, Bee Ho and actress Barbara Blaine with Chink, the singing coyote in 1941. From Bee Ho Gray’s scrapbook in the private collection of Larry Briggs.
31. Playbill describing Bee Ho’s performance skills and highlighting some of his accomplishments, circa 1945. From the author’s private collection.
32a. Publicity photograph of Bee Ho and Hester (Barbara Decker), circa 1949. From the author’s private collection.
32b. Publicity photograph of Hester (Barbara Decker) performing the wedding ring, circa 1949. From the author’s private collection.
32c. Business card for Bee Ho and Hester. The card could have been used to advertise the first or second Hester or both. From the author’s private collection.
